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Synopsis

With no-holds-barred candor, the straight-talking former ambassador to the United Nations takes
readers behind the scenes at the UN and the U.S. State Department and reveals why his efforts to
defend American interests and reform the UN resulted in controversy. A veteran of three Republican
administrations and a nominee for the 2006 Nobel Peace Prize, Bolton shows how the U.S. can
lead the way to a more realistic global security arrangement for the twenty-first century and
identifies the next generation of threats to America. The son of a Baltimore firefighter and the first
person in his family to go to college, with scholarships to Yale University and Yale Law School, John
Bolton studied with preeminent conservative thinkers Robert Bork and Ralph Winter. After law
school, he experienced the "Reagan Revolution" firsthand in Edwin Meese’s justice department --
where the American judiciary was fundamentally reshaped. His diplomatic skills were honed working
with Secretary of State James Baker during the presidency of George H. W. Bush, and serving in
the administration of President George W. Bush as Undersecretary of State for Arms Control and
International Security Affairs. In this revealing memoir, he candidly recounts his appointment in
2005 as Ambassador to the United Nations, his headline-making Senate confirmation battle, which
resulted in his recess appointment, and his sixteen-month tenure at the United Nations. Bolton
offers keen insight into such international crises as North Korea’s nuclear test, Iran’s pursuit of
nuclear weapons, the genocide in Darfur, the monthlong negotiation that produced the controversial
end of hostilities between Israel and Hezbollah, and more. Recounting both his successes and
frustrations in taking a hard line against weapons-of-mass destruction proliferators, terrorists, and
rogue states such as North Korea and Iran, he also exposes the operational inadequacies that
hinder the UN'’s effectiveness in international diplomacy and its bias against Israel and the United
States. At home, he criticizes the pernicious bureaucratic inertia in the U.S. State Department that
can undermine presidential policy. A fascinating chronicle of the career of a distinguished lawyer
and diplomat who has fought to preserve American sovereignty and strength at home and abroad,
Surrender Is Not an Option is the candid memoir of one of America’s outstanding statesmen that is

sure to become required reading for everyone interested in international affairs.
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Customer Reviews

So far very interesting

If anyone wants to learn anything regarding how our diplomatic corps works or yet the internecine

ways of the DC Beltway works this is requiredreading!Most informative and well written

A great patriot | could never disagree with when | listen to him on TVPragmatic with insight on all
political subjectsA national treasure all moronic liberal americans do not even realise, let alone

appreciate

Ambassador John Bolton’s "Surrender Is Not An Option" (2007 488 page hardback) is an
eye-opening history from his public service career with the Bush State Department and the United
Nations. Although the book presents few sources (keeping it from earning all five stars) it is
informative with eight pages of black and white period photographs and 29 pages of index.Lawyer
Bolton’s narrative is an eyewitness account from Barry Goldwater to George W. Bush. His Reagan
administration work helped to prepare him for the Bush years (beginning as an undersecretary to

Colin Powell until appointment as US Ambassador to the United Nations).The retired Ambassador



describes, with precision, various people and events that shaped history from 2000 to 2006. He has
immense respect for Bork, Buckley, Powell, Rumsfeld, Cheney, McCain, and Bush (disliking,
particularly, Annan, Eliasson, and career diplomats). Bolton says that US’s closest friends at the UN
("Turtle Bay") are Israel, Palau, and the Marshall Islands. Canada is often a go-between among
hostile nations. Britain and France at home with the UN'’s "culture of inaction" often vote for
appeasement. On all issues Russia adopts its former Soviet politics while China remains an
unknown, but predictable, factor.Bolton, at the UN epicenter, understands the Human Rights
Council to be always "directed against Israel", supports Japanese efforts for Security Council
permanent membership, and witnesses Kofi Annan’s deviousness, incompetence, and corruption
during the Food for Oil scandal. Although he supported, and worked for, Ban Ki-moon’s UN
Secretary Generalship in late 2006, Bolton ends the book concerned for the South Korean’s ability
to change the UN’s determined culture of passive inactivity. This recommended book is a good, but

long, read. Hopefully, Bolton will write more history of the United Nations.

| really like and enjoy John Bolton’s view points and added dimension to military stories.He’s very

knowledgeable.

A complete overview of the multifaceted world status

Great man with in a troubled world.

VERY GOOD
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